HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN TURKIYE
DNC Information Brief (September 2026)

Introduction

This brief records the situation facing LGBTIQ+, feminist, and human rights
groups in Turkiye, following the police operation that began on 12 September
2026. It also provides the priorities identified by local and regional
organizations and the areas in which Dignity Network Canada (DNC) will
engage the Government of Canada.

It draws principally on the Joint Statement issued on 14 September by
ILGA-Europe, TGEU, Front Line Defenders and ERA; the briefing given to the
Equal Rights Coalition International Diplomacy Working Group on 16 September;
a briefing note shared with DNC by a network member for our use in engaging
the Government of Canada; a 15 September position statement shared by civil
society in Turkiye; and other resources included under Supporting Information
(see below).

Background and Key Information

Police conducted raids on the offices of LGBTIQ+ associations, the homes of
activists and community venues in Izmir, Aydin, Ankara, Mersin and Istanbul
during the night of 12 into 13 September. Nine organizations have been
affected: primarily those focused on the rights of LGBTIQ+ communities, as
well as those addressing gender equality, HIV, and sex worker's rights. In
Istanbul the operation targeted the founders of associations, and in Ankara and
Mersin it targeted the members of their executive and supervisory boards.
Prosecutors have stated that they will bring dissolution proceedings against the
associations, and the Istanbul Governor's Office has reportedly sought the
closure and temporary suspension of four of them. The Minister of Justice also
announced judicial proceedings against 162 people, nine associations, and 13
businesses, across 15 provinces, under an operation titled “My Family is Safe”,
and announced that the Financial Crimes Investigation Board would examine
funding received by the organizations from public institutions abroad. Turkish
organizations have verified 112 of the 162 people named, including feminist and
LGBTIQ+ human rights defenders, and report that at least 62 people have been
remanded in custody pending trial.

A court order of 12 September also blocked various websites and social media
accounts, including those of LGBTIQ+ and feminist organizations, media,
student organizations, and human rights defenders, hours before the raids
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began. Restrictions have since extended to journalists, media outlets, and
human rights organizations. Amnesty reported on 15 September that more than
180 websites and accounts have been blocked or restricted. Protests against
the detentions have led to further detentions, with 124 protesters held across
Ankara, Istanbul and Izmir, and 105 people, among them lawyers and
journalists, detained outside the Istanbul courthouse on 16 September.

On 14 September, the Ministry of Justice issued a circular to 175 Chief Public
Prosecutors’ Offices in all 81 provinces, calling for investigations into activities
considered contrary to public morality. It provides for specialized prosecutors,
for the use of organized-crime investigation methods, and for parallel financial
investigations where financial gain is suspected. Turkish organizations see the
circular as the basis for further investigations and expect a second wave of
operations targeting organizations not affected by the first.

Political Context

Turkish activists attribute the operation to a government under domestic
pressure and that no longer has recourse to its previous principal target,
Kurdish political organization. Elections are not due until 2028 and are not, in
their assessment, a direct factor. The operation has been presented to the
public as a campaign against what officials describe as new-generation
criminal organizations, and the Presidency has rejected the account that it
targets LGBTIQ+ organizations, describing the investigations as concerning
prostitution, obscenity and child exploitation. It follows several years of
restrictions on Pride events, censorship of LGBTIQ+ content and pressure on
organizations, and coincides with a government campaign on family and
population policy.

The framing of international funding as evidence of criminal conduct carries
implications that extend beyond LGBTIQ+ organizations. This is despite the fact
that the organizations concerned reported the funding they received to the
Turkish government in accordance with the ordinary legal process. Turkish
organizations expect the same approach to be applied to other parts of the
human rights movement and have asked international partners to treat this as a
qguestion affecting civil society as a whole.

Priorities Identified by Those on the Ground

Turkish organizations have set out four priorities, consistently across the joint
statement of 14 September, the Equal Rights Coalition Working Group briefing
held on Wednesday, September 16, and other requests shared with DNC.
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1. Release and due process. The immediate request is the release of those
detained in connection with their human rights work, and the conduct of
investigations and proceedings in accordance with international standards,
including confidential access to lawyers, and the right to an effective defence.
Conditions of detention should also be raised directly: there is no separate
accommodation for LGBTIQ+ detainees in Tlrkiye, so detainees are held with
the general prison population, and the unacceptable alternative is solitary
confinement.

2. Sustained diplomatic engagement. Partners are asked to raise the issue
with Turkish authorities bilaterally and in multilateral forums, through formal
letters and meetings, and to state clearly that the detention and prosecution of
human rights defenders for their legitimate activities is unacceptable. Turkish
organizations have called for such interventions to be taken up widely and
persistently and have asked that pressure on civil society be taken into account
in wider political and economic relations with Turkiye, stating that trade
considerations should not take precedence at this point.

3. The legitimacy of international funding. Turkish organizations have asked
partners to challenge the treatment of lawful funding as criminal evidence, and
have highlighted the difference in treatment between when the state receives
international funding without obstacle and civil society organizations facing
prosecution for the same. Donors have also been asked to assess whether their
funding is reaching independent civil society organizations.

4. Continuity of support. Turkish organizations have called for the continuation
and reaffirmation of international support for organizations in TUrkiye especially
during this period, and that partners develop sustained approaches that protect
civic space and allow organizations to continue working. They have also asked
international partners to monitor developments, coordinate responses among
themselves, and maintain communication with organizations in Turkiye.

Canadian Context

Canada is a participating State of the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), an Observer State at the Council of Europe.
Canada's Voices at Risk guidelines provide for trial observation, detention
monitoring, and engagement by Canadian missions with host authorities.

DNC will raise the following recommendations with the Government of Canada:
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e Diplomatic engagement, consistent with Canada's existing commitments,
to ensure the release, and dignified and fair treatment of detainees, and
upholding principles that the harassment, arrest, detention, and
prosecution of people for their human rights work is unacceptable.

e Detention monitoring and trial observation by the Embassy in Ankara and
the Consulate General in Istanbul under the Voices at Risk guidelines,
coordinated with like-minded missions, together with formal engagement
with the Turkish authorities by letter and in meetings.

e Engagement through the OSCE based on Canada's stated human rights
priorities, and through such Council of Europe channels as are open to
Canada.

e An explicit Canadian position that international funding of human rights
organizations is legitimate, that the organizations concerned met their
reporting obligations to the Turkish government, and that Canada will
stand by its human rights commitment, and will stand behind civil society
in response to these events.

These recommendations align with DNC's standing position on Canada’s role.
Canada should renew and strengthen its support for the human rights of
LGBTIQ+ people across its foreign policy, international assistance, and refugee
policy, and should follow through on its commitment to expand the LGBTIQ
International Assistance Program. The events in Turkiye belong to a wider
global pattern of rising anti-LGBTIQ+ laws, shrinking civic space, and assault
on democracy and human rights. Canada's contribution to the international
response depends on the funding, diplomatic engagement, and protection
pathways it has built and must sustain over time.

What Canadian Civil Society Can Do

The requests from Turkish organizations we have noted so far have been
directed to diplomatic and funding channels, and the most useful contributions
from members and partners are likely to be those that reach these channels.

e Members with government relations and access to Global Affairs Canada
are encouraged to raise the situation, particularly the treatment of lawful
international funding as criminal evidence, which directly affects
Canadian partnerships and interests.

e Members are also encouraged to amplify the material published by
Turkish and international organizations, therefore contributing to
increased visibility of this case.
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Going Forward

DNC wrote to its membership on 15 September and has been collecting
information on member interests and planned responses since. The requests
set out above have already reached Global Affairs Canada through the Equal
Rights Coalition International Diplomacy Working Group, at which Canada was
represented on 16 September.

DNC's engagement will continue to convey the same requests on behalf of
Canadian civil society organizations and will seek an account of the steps
Canada has taken. We will continue to monitor the situation closely, ensuring
our role and calls to action take their lead from the communities most affected
by this rapidly evolving crisis. We will also work to raise broader public
awareness about the situation in Turkiye with the Canadian public.

Supporting Information

e 'Turkiye: Authorities should refrain from restricting the human rights of
LGBTI civil society’ (15 September 2026). Council of Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights. Available here

e ‘Envoys from 6 European countries join backlash over Turkey's
anti-LGBTQ crackdown'. Joint Statement. Available here

e 'Tlrkiye must end the coordinated crackdown on LGBTI+ civil society!
(14 September 2026). Joint Statement. Available here

e '‘Rainbow Railroad Condemns Turkiye's Coordinated Crackdown on
LGBTQI+ People’ (16 September 2026). Rainbow Railroad. Available here

e 'Turkiye: Authorities must end escalating crackdown on LGBTI rights
groups and immediately release detained activists' (15 September 2026).
Amnesty International. Available here

e Tracking court-ordered blocking of websites and social media. Available
here

For questions or to share relevant information, please contact Dr. Ayo Sogunro,
International Research and Campaigns Manager: ayo@dignitynetwork.ca
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